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TEACHER’S GUIDE

Tjibbe Veldkamp &
Alice Hoogstad

Bert, Get off the Crane!!
THEMES: BUILDING, POLICE,
TRANSPORTATION
Bert loves going to the building site. He
looks at the big machines from behind the
fence, because children are not allowed on
the building site. One day, he meets two
big boys. They challenge Bert and say that
a little shrimp like him is too afraid to go
inside the building site. But Bert isn’t
afraid, and he crawls under the fence. He
drives the steamroller, the cement truck
and the crane. The big boys try to stop
him, but Bert keeps going.
Have a look around the building site to
find out why Bert won’t stop.
READING
Create a small building site by placing a number of blocks and construction toys. Put Bert,
Get off the Crane! on the building site and cordon it off with a red and white ribbon.
Look at the building site with the children and ask them what they see. Discover the book and
read it to the children.
TIP! Go to a real building site with the children. Ask if you can put the picture book there to
introduce the story.
AT THE BUILDING SITE
Bert loves the building site. Every day, he stands behind the fence and watches the big
machines.
Look at the first page of the book and name the big machines that Bert sees. Let the children
tell you what the machines do at the building site. Aside from the machines, there are other
things to see at the building site. Ask the children what catches their attention.
Look for pictures of the machines that the book talks about on the internet and in magazines:
the steamroller, the cement truck and the crane. If you like, you can include other machines as
well. Cut a detail out of each picture. Tell the children that Bert is standing behind the fence,
looking through a small hole. He sees bits of the building site. Show them the first detail and
ask them which machine Bert sees. Let them practice the names of the machines again in this
way.
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WATCH OUT!
At the building site, there is a sign that means that you should watch out, because people are
building here.
Find this sign in the book. Ask the children what the sign looks like and point out the red
border to them, which means “watch out!”. Look for warning signs in the neighbourhood and
take pictures of the signs that the children find.
The children make their own warning signs. Give them a white triangle and let them paint a
red border around it. The children decide what they want to warn against. It should be
something that has to do with the place where they are. They draw this on the sign with a
black marker. Hang each warning sign in the right place and walk past them together.
EATING IN THE TRAILER
Every afternoon, the builders go and eat in the builders’ trailer. What kind of tasty things
might they have in their cool boxes today?
Fill a cool box with a thermos flask and a lunch box with sandwiches, a piece of fruit, a snack
and a piece of raw vegetable. Put the cool box in the circle and tell the children that the
builders’ lunch is inside. Let one child wear a hard hat. He is a builder and takes something
out of the cool box. Identify the category that the item belongs to, e.g. “fruit”. The builder
starts his lunch and tells everyone what he is eating by naming something from the category,
e.g. “a banana”. He then passes the hard hat to the next child, who also says what they are
eating, in the same category. Continue until the children can’t come up with anything else in
that category, or begin repeating the same things. Now, let another child look in the cool box.
Give them the hard hat and let them take something from the box. Repeat the exercise.
KEEPING AN EYE ON THE BUILDING SITE
The builders have asked Bert to keep an eye out while they have lunch. If anyone enters the
site, Bert has to call the police.
Place a number of blocks in the circle and choose one child to be Bert. This child sits down in
front of the blocks. Tell them that Bert has been watching the building site for a very long
time and is falling asleep. The child in the circle closes his/her eyes. Point at another child,
who secretly goes into the building site. The child tiptoes towards the blocks and tries to take
one. If “Bert” hears the intruder, he yells out: “Caught you!” If Bert doesn’t hear the intruder,
the intruder goes back to their spot with the block in their hands. All the children put their
hands behind their backs and Bert is woken up. He now has three guesses to find the intruder.
BIG AND SMALL BOYS
One day, big boys come along. They bigger boy says to Bert: “Hi there, little shrimp!”
Ask the children who the boys in the book mean by “little shrimp” (Bert). Choose two
children and ask them to stand next to each other. Ask the group who is big and who is small.
The smaller child is Bert. The children sit down. Now choose three children and decide as a
group who is Bert (the smallest child). Continue with four and five children. Finally, ask
which child in the group as a whole is Bert. Can the children figure this out on their own?
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THE POLICE’S PHONE NUMBER
Bert enters the building site and asks the big boys to call the police. One of the big boys
knows the phone number. He calls it out to the other boy, who types in the number. Will he
get it right?
Give two children a telephone. One child is the big boy and the other is the police officer.
Give the police officer a police hat to wear. Choose a third child to be the other big boy. The
big boy without a phone calls out a random telephone number consisting of two numbers. The
big boy with the telephone repeats the number while pretending to enter the number on the
phone. The child who is the police officer listens closely. If the number is correctly entered,
they pick up the phone and answer: “Police!”.
Make the activity more elaborate by having the big boy without a phone call out longer phone
numbers and choose different children to play the big boys and the police officer each time.
THE STEAMROLLER
Bert crawls under the fence and goes to the steamroller. Bert wonders how to drive the
steamroller.
In the book, turn to the page with a big picture of the steamroller and let the children explain
what happens when Bert starts the engine of the steamroller. Make shortbread dough. Give
the children a rolling pin and let them flatten the ball of dough. Use a car-shaped cookie cutter
to cut cookies out of the dough. Put the cookies on a baking tray and bake them in an oven.
TIP! Let the children draw a small car on sturdy paper. Cut the car out and put it on the
flattened dough. Cut around the edges of the car with a knife to cut a car-shaped cookie out of
the dough.
THE CEMENT TRUCK
Bert runs to the cement truck. The big boys want to stop him, but Bert is already behind the
wheel. He starts the engine and the cement mixer starts to turn.
The cement truck’s mixer is full of cement. The mixer mixes the cement. Take a small seethrough plastic bottle and fill it with two different colours of paint. Tell the children that the
bottle is the cement mixer and roll it from child to child around the circle. Tell the children to
watch closely what happens to the paint.
Around the building site is a fence. The fence is made up of different parts. Give each child a
sheet of paper that represents a piece of the fence, as well as a palette or egg carton with three
colours: the new colour that you just made in the “cement mixer”, along with two other
colours. The children mix the paint with a paintbrush and paint their fence.
THE CRANE
After pouring concrete onto the road, Bert climbs up the crane. He sits in the crane driver’s
seat and wonders how to make the boom swing around.
Tell the children that the boom can swing to the right and to the left. Show the children what
left and right means by stretching out your arms like crane booms.
Give the children a cube to put on the floor in front of them. Bert – that’s you – steers the
children’s booms and gives them instructions using the terms “left” and “right”.
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SUGGESTIONS:
Pick up the cube with your right boom.
Pick up the cube with your left boom.
Use your right boom to put the cube in front of your left foot.
Use your left boom to pick up the cube and put it in front of the person to your right.
Draw a circle on the ground with chalk, or create a circle using a ribbon, with a diameter of
approximately one metre. Take a number of objects that can be found in building sites and put
them in the circle. For example: a block, a plank, a nail, barrier tape, a screw. Place some
items on the left side of the circle and some on the right. Choose one child to stand in the
middle of the objects as a crane. The child stands with their back to the group. Name an object
and ask the group which boom the child should pick the object up with. Left, or right?
GET OFF THE CRANE!
The builders can see the boom of the crane moving through the window. They run outside and
shout at Bert to get off the crane.
Place a stepladder in the circle. Make numbered cards from one to six and place them on the
ladder’s steps in order with one at the bottom and six at the top. Put Bert (a toy figure) on step
number six. Let the children roll a die. When they roll a six, Bert moves down to step number
five. Now the children try to roll a five so that Bert can climb down another step. Keep going
until Bert has climbed all the way down the crane.
BERT’S BRAVE DEED
Before Bert gets off the crane, he puts the police car down. The police get out of the car and
ask what is going on. The big boys squeak that they didn’t do anything and point their fingers
at Bert. Bert then tells the police exactly what has been going on.
Pretend that you are the police officer and put on a police hat. Put Bert’s hat on the ground in
front of you. Choose two children to be the big boys. They stand next to you.
Divide the other children into two groups. Place a hard hat upside down in front of each
group. Point out one child from each group, who come and stand in front of you. Ask them a
question about something in the book. Start at the beginning of the story. The children in front
of you think about the answer and if one of them knows the answer, that child picks up the
hat. The big boys check if the answer is correct. If so, that child’s group wins a cube. Put the
cube in the hard hat. Choose two new children and ask the next question. Continue in this
way.
To decide which group wins, the children build a tower with the blocks they have earned.
Which tower is tallest?
For his brave deed, Bert is given a hard hat. With that hat, he is allowed inside the building
site whenever he wants. Put the helmets from this activity in the building corner so that the
children can also go inside the building site.
Lesson suggestions written by Anke van Boxmeer and Els van Dijck
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