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TEACHER’S GUIDE

Ingrid & Dieter Schubert

The Umbrella
(Lemniscaat)
Around the world
One rainy day, a small dog comes across
an umbrella. A gust of wind then picks
up the umbrella and dog. This marks the
start of an amazing journey around the
world.
Travel along with the dog and have fun
in all sorts of places around the world.
Provide for a red umbrella. Examine the
games on the page and write down the
numbers of the games you wish to play
on small cards. Attach the cards to the
edge of the umbrella and suspend the
umbrella somewhere at home or at
school.
Travelling with the red umbrella
With the children, examine the pages where the dog is walking over the clouds. Ask what the little
dog is carrying. Have a short conversation about the picture.
Suggestions:
• Where is the dog?
• How did it get there?
• What can it do, above the clouds?
• Where will it go from here?
Go find the umbrella at home or at school. Select a card and check the number written on it. Play
the game with that number. The places where the red umbrella takes you can be found in the book
The Umbrella. Examine the relevant page before playing the associated game.
1. With the crocodiles
Suddenly the dog comes face to face with seven crocodiles. He quickly opens up the umbrella to
defend himself.
Cover seven cones with green ribbons or paper. These are the crocodiles. Set them up in semicircle. The children roll a red ball in the direction of the crocodiles. Will they manage to scare off
all seven of them?
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2. With the elephants
While the dog is facing off with the crocodiles, he is suddenly blown away by an elephant.
Give a child a small red umbrella, to hold open as a catch net. The other children are given a white
ping-pong ball and take up position at a reasonable distance from the umbrella. They take turns in
throwing the ball at the umbrella. Will they manage to throw it in?
3. With the fish
The dog drops into the sea. In its red umbrella, it sinks beneath the surface where it sees beautifully
coloured fish.
Provide for a toy dog and place it in an upside-down red umbrella. Have the children stand in a
circle. Ask a question and pass the umbrella to the child next to you. He or she answers and passes
the umbrella on to the next child. In this way the umbrella-with-dog is passed around the circle.
When the children run out of answers, you ask the next question.
•
•
•
•
•

What does the dog see beneath the surface?
What are the colours of the fish that the dog sees?
What does the dog spot in a sunken ship?
What does the dog see when it sticks its head above water?
What is able to float on water?

4. With the tortoises
What is that, flying across the beach? The curious tortoises crawl in the direction of the flying dog.
Divide the children into groups. Place a number of cones at some distance from each other, and
place the umbrella after the last cone. The first child of each group takes position on all fours, like a
tortoise; tie a green cushion on his or her back. When the starting signal sounds, the tortoises crawl
around the cones towards the red umbrella. They then stand up and run with the cushion to the next
child, who now becomes a tortoise. As soon as a child’s turn is over, he or she sits down. Which
tortoise group made it to the red umbrella first?
5. With the monkeys
Suddenly the umbrella gets caught by a creeper. High up in the trees of the jungle, monkeys climb
and jump around.
Take the children to the jungle, where you need to move around all the twisted tree trunks. Make a
circle and hold each other by the hand. Take a hoop and hang it around your arm (for which you
need to briefly let go off your neighbour’s hand). The hoop must now travel around the group – but
without letting go of each other’s hands! Once the hoop has completed its trip around the circle and
is back where it started, it means that everyone has safely crawled their way through the jungle.
Tip! Use your arm to ‘toss’ the hoop over your head and then step through it, or first step through
the hoop and then stick your head through it.
6. With the American Indians
The dog-and-umbrella float over American Indian tribes. The Indians take fright and shoot their
arrows at this red danger in the sky.
Take a sheet of red paper and cut out a large circle. Draw two smaller circles inside to create a kind
of dartboard. Write the numbers one, two and three in the circles. Provide for arrows or pencils that
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can serve as arrows. The children take turns in shooting arrows at the red circle (the red umbrella).
Check where the arrows hit the umbrella and add up the points.
7. With the polar bears
A pelican takes the red umbrella to a white world. The dog spots some tracks in the snow. He
follows the tracks – where will they lead to?
Cut paw prints from white paper and lay a track that leads towards a shuffle board. Provide for
white shuffles and a red shuffle. These are the snowflakes and the red umbrella with which the
children will play.
The children follow the hare’s tracks, which takes them to the two polar bears. The bears play with
the snowflakes. The children play shuffles with the snowflakes and the red umbrella. Will they
manage to slide the red umbrella into one of the boxes?
8. With the birds
Clinging to the umbrella, the dog floats past the birds. What would he see if he were to look down?
Take photos of the top side of objects in your house or the classroom. Print them out and give each
child a photo. Explain that they show the top side of things. The children now see what the dog sees
from up in the sky. The children try to find the object shown in the photo. Will they manage to find
all the objects?
Safely home again
The gust of wind returns the dog safely home again.
Use mini umbrellas (ice cream parasols) to make treats for the children. Paint the parasols red to
make them look like the umbrella in the book. Give the children a red umbrella at the end of this
party, as a memento.
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