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TEACHER’S GUIDE

Mark Janssen

Nothing Happened
(Lemniscaat)
Look at the page where Nick tells Sarah
he went swimming.
In the water
Look at the picture. Do you see Nick
swimming? Where could he be
swimming? Discuss this with the children
briefly. Ask them about other places
where you can swim, what you should
take with you when you go swimming,
and how you should swim.
Take a good look at what Nick sees while
he is swimming. Ask the children to tell
you what they see when they go
swimming. Do they ever swim with a
whale? What do the children play with in
the water?
I spy, I spy…a fish!
Sit next to the picture with one child or have two children sit next to the picture together. One child
should think of a fish, and describe the fish to the other person. That person should guess which fish
it is. For example: “I spy, I spy….a long, medium-sized fish with its mouth open. His tail is green
and his head is yellow.”
Vary by thinking of a fish but do not give the listener any hints. The other person may ask questions
that should be answered with either “yes” or “no” in order to find out which fish it is.
Big and little fish
Look for big and little fish on the drawing with the children. Then look at one of the children in the
group and mention that he is smaller than you are. Stand next to each other and discuss the concepts
of big and small / tall and short.
Have the children look for a big object and a small object that has the same name, such as a big
chair and a small chair, a big block and a small block, a big car and a small car, a big doll and a
small doll, a big book and a small book, a big sheet of paper and a small sheet of paper. Collect the
objects and look at them together. Discuss the concepts of big and small again.
Catching fish
Look at the colours of the fish in the picture. Which fish do the children think is the most beautiful
one?
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Take the coloured die and cut fish shapes out of sheets of coloured paper. Make sure the fish have
the same colours as on the coloured die. Attach a paperclip to each fish and place them in a glass
vase or fish bowl. Make a fish hook by tying a magnet to a piece of thread and then tying the other
end of the thread to a stick.
The children throw the die and catch a fish with the same colour. Make the game more challenging
by asking the children to only catch one fish for each colour. Which child is the first to catch six
different fish?
Colourful fish
Point to a fish in the picture and ask which colours it has. Mention that these colours resemble each
other. Point to the other fish. Each fish has colours that resemble each other (blue and green, pink
and red, pink and purple, red and orange).
Have the children draw a large fish on a sheet of white paper. They think of two colours that
resemble each other with which to colour their fish. They should then look for colours in magazines
and tear little pieces of paper out of the magazines in their preferred colours to colour the fish with.
Cut out the fish and paste them near each other on a large sheet of blue cardboard. This will become
your very own aquarium full of colourful fish.
Tropical fish
Take the picture, and examine each fish’s features with the children. Does it have a dorsal fin? A
tailfin? Big eyes or small eyes? What does its mouth look like? What is the shape of its body?
Give each child a sheet of black paper and coloured crayons. The children should think of their
favourite tropical fish. What does it look like? They should then draw the outline of the fish with
white chalk and colour it with bright colours.
MORE TIPS ON USING THE BOOK
Nick and Sarah are discussing their day. Nick did a handstand, went swimming and saw some mice.
Sarah picked an apple, slid down a slide and saw a blue butterfly. But for the rest it was a very
boring day. Incredibly boring.
Your day
Nick and Sarah are lying next to each other. Sarah says that it was a boring day and asks Nick
whether he had an exciting day. Look in Nothing Happened to find out what Nick did.
At the end of the day, ask the children how their day was. Have them tell you how their day was
and what they thought of it. Do this every day for a week. Ask the children to draw a picture of their
day, or write a short story in a diary or on a calendar.
Tip!
Make a storytelling die. Print a cut out shape of a cube and draw something on each side. Each
drawing should be accompanied by a question that you can discuss with the child.
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Suggestions:
• Child – Who did you play with?
• Food – What yummy things did you eat?
• Toys – What did you play with?
• Car – Did you go anywhere by car?
• Party hat – Did you have a party today?
• Sun and cloud – What was the weather like today?
Do a handstand
Nick did a handstand today. Instead of standing on his feet, Nick stood on his hands.
Ask the children who can do a handstand and ask that child to do that in front of the whole group.
What does a child see when he does a handstand? The world upside-down!
Make some kind of movement. The children should think of how that movement would work in an
upside-down world and perform the opposite movement. For example: you take a step forward and
the children take a step backward. You wave with your right arm and the children wave with their
left arms. You sit down and the children stand up.
Listen to the birds
Nick listened to the birds and Sarah whistled a tune.
Ask the children to be quiet and listen to the sounds in their surroundings. What do they hear?
Imitate the sound of a bird (chirp) and ask the children to mimic you. Let the children be birds, too.
Start with a simple sound and expand this to more sounds (chirp, tweet, whistle).
Picking apples
Sarah picked an apple this morning. Apples hang high in a tree. Look in Nothing Happened to see
how Sarah was able to reach an apple.
Draw a large apple tree on wallpaper and paste it to a door. Provide a doll to represent Sarah. Tell
them that Sarah wants to pick apples from this tree but can’t reach them. Ask the children how
Sarah might be able to reach the apples. The children should draw, build or construct their solution.
Funny hats
Sarah has put on a funny hat.
Hang up a white sheet. Collect various types of hats and place them behind the sheet. The children
should take turns choosing a hat behind the sheet. After he or she has put the hat on, the child
should walk in front of the sheet and act like the person who normally wears the hat. The other
children should try and guess who it is.
Was Nick’s and Sarah’s day really that boring? What do the children think after reading Nothing
Happened?
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